
JOB DESCRIPTION

INTERNSHIP

JOB TITLE ORANGUTAN & WILDLIFE RESEARCH ASSISTANT (1-6 months)

FEE US$ 1,260.-/1st month incl. airport transfers, US$ 750 for extra month
(accommodation, food, supervision, airport transfers)

LOCATION Batu Kapal near Gunung Leuser National Park, North Sumatra, Indonesia

GENERAL DESCRIPTION To assist this NGO (CareSumatra Foundation) with environmental research
and providing technical advice and support for the conservation programs.
The Batu Kapal Conservation project in North Sumatra aims to protect an
important bio-link for primates and other wildlife moving around the
Gunung Leuser National Park. The research is focused on identifying and
monitoring a small population of wild orangutans This internships suits
volunteers with qualifications, experience, skills and knowledge in a certain
area of conservation, ecology or biology, for example: • Orangutan •
Primates • Other mammals • Birds • Reptiles and amphibians • Butterflies,
insects and spiders • Rainforest flora and fungi

DUTIES AND RESPONSIBILITIES

Conservation

The intern will undertake conservation research to support the Foundation’s conservation
programs and objectives, including but not limited to contributing to the long-term protection the
wildlife corridor in the bufferzone by assisting with the;

● development and implementation a Reforestation and Wildlife Corridor Plan for
conservation in the Region

● mapping all the property boundaries, land use and property owners’ names along the
wildlife corridor

● identifying and recording where there are gaps in the wildlife corridor and prioritizing
support given to key properties, replanting canopy trees in the corridor

● assisting with tree planting on other farmers' properties along their borders and on non
productive ground

● working with the local community to collect seeds to propagate trees
● Provide technical advice and assistance on animal and plant species ID, including

preparing species lists and overseeing/assisting with data entry and analysis of these
programs as required.
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Volunteer Conservation Program
Assist with the day-to-day operations of the Conservation Volunteer Program under the direction
of the onsite program manager including but not limited to :

● Wildlife Monitoring Program - Assist with data collection and observation records taken by
volunteers and assure records are entered into the system in the approved method. •

● Assist with the camera trap program and recording the data
● Go on educational monitoring walks with volunteers and /or staff as required
● Assist with reforestation, seed collecting and plant propagation activities

Conservation Research

The position will assist with conservation research to support the conservation programs and

objectives, including but not limited to

● Assist with environmental and conservation research to achieve the objectives of the
conservation programs

● Assist with Reforestation and Wildlife Corridor Plan for conservation in the Region
● Assist with technical advice and assistance on animal and plant species ID for conservation

programs, including preparing species lists and assisting with data entry and analysis of
these programs as required

● Assist with writing grant submissions and seeking grant funding support the conservation
programs as required

● Provide other technical advice, presentations, support and analysis as required

Data Management

● Assist with data collection and observation records taken by volunteers and staff, assuring
records are entered into the system in the approved method

● Maintaining the images library, mapping and database entry

Social Media

● Assist with the maintenance of the social media platforms (instagram, facebook etc) with
professional current content and images on a regular basis relating to conservation
activities (2 to 3 times a week as a minimum).

Education and community outreach programs

● Assist with community conservation education initiatives as required • Attend and assist at
jungle school and market school lessons as required. Facilitate conservation lessons at
these schools as required
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REQUIREMENTS / QUALIFICATIONS

➢ Bachelor's degree (or studying towards) in a relevant field

➢ Fluency in the English language, excellent written skills

➢ Excellent time management and organisational skills

➢ Self motivated with a positive attitude

➢ Computer skills in word, excel, powerpoint and GIS software

➢ Ability to work independently or in groups

➢ Patience, flexibility and good problem solving skills

Additional skills and experience (desirable)

➢ Good leadership and people management skills •

➢ First Aid qualification

➢ Grant writing

➢ Editing materials

➢ Developing presentations

WORKING CONDITIONS

STATUS Volunteer Intern

ACCOMMODATION & FOOD Accommodation is dormitory style with a shared bathroom, cold
water shower, and western-style toilet. A mattress is provided, but
you need to bring along a sleeping bag or sleeping bag
liner/sleeping sheet, mosquito net, a pillow if you need one, and
your towel and toiletries. You can hire any bedding (sheets, pillows,
nets) from us for $10 US for your stay.

Three cooked meals a day are provided. All meals are buffet style
together with the whole team. Breakfast is usually either pancake,
omelet, eggs, and rice/noodle dishes or fresh fruit. Lunches and
dinners are delicious and typically consist of traditional Indonesian
food like noodles or rice, egg, vegetables, curries, tofu, and soybean.
We can cater to vegetarians, vegans, gluten-free and dairy-free. Free
coffee, tea, and water are available.
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VISA & TRANSPORT Airport transfers from and to Medan airport (Kualanamu) are
included. Assistance with visa (only for stays longer than 30 days).

REPORTING TO Position Reports to the Batu Kapal Conservation Program
Coordinator
Advice and guidance by Sue and Sean Delaney (CareSumatra
founders and advisors) as required.

ABOUT

The NGO hosting this internship is the CareSumatra Foundation. It was founded to help communities
develop and flourish in harmony with nature. The foundation’s mission is “ Empowering local communities,
Protecting nature”

It all started with a family holiday in Sumatra in 2013. The founders of CareSumatra, Sue and Sean Delaney,
fell in love with the people and just wanted to do something to help the local community. So they started a
sustainable trekking company in 2013 to give local people alternative jobs outside of palm oil and rubber.
The money was reinvested in the local community.

Since then, they have come a long way and have started community and conservation programs together
with partner organisations. Through these projects, they help protect the rainforest and empower local
communities. In 2019, Sue and Sean established the CareSumatra charity to formalise the work they have
been doing and to create more opportunities for the future.
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